
Hall of Human Origins

Student Worksheet: Hall of Human Origins Virtual Tour

GRADES 9–12

1.   Locate the three skeletons at the entrance to the hall (Page 5). On the far left is a
chimpanzee (Pan troglodytes), in the center is a modern human (Homo sapiens), and on the far
right is an extinct species called Neanderthals (Homo neanderthalensis). The human and the
Neanderthal share many features related to bipedalism (walking on two legs).

a.  Compare the human and the chimpanzee. What similarities do you see? What differences do you see?

Differences:Similarities:

1

b.  Compare the human and the Neanderthal. What similarities do you see? What differences do you see?

Differences:Similarities:



2
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2.   Based on your observations, which species do you think is more closely related to modern 
humans (Homo sapiens)? Explain your answer.

3.    Observe the Family Tree (Page 6) . You should see several skulls organized from oldest 
(bottom) to most recent (top). This type of tree allows scientists to demonstrate evolutionary 
relationships among species. Displayed here are several species of early humans (also called 
hominins). On the top right is the skull of a modern human (Homo sapiens). As you look from 
the oldest species (bottom) to the most recent species (top) what changes do you notice in the 
shape of the skull?

Differences:Similarities:

4.  Observe the diorama of Australopithecus afarensis. (Page 7) You should see a male and a 
female walking arm in arm. This is a hominin species that existed between 4 million and 3 
million years ago. The most famous fossil of this species is named Lucy. In what ways are they 
similar to our own species? In what ways do they differ from our species?
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5.    Observe the diorama of Homo erectus/ ergaster (Page 8). You should see two individuals, a 
male and female, standing over an antelope carcass. This species existed between 1.9 million 
and 110 thousand years ago.

a.  Describe the scene.

b.  In what ways are they more similar to modern humans (Homo sapiens) than to Lucy’s species 
(Australopithecus afarensis)?

6.     Observe the diorama of the neanderthals (Homo neanderthalensis) (Page 9). You should see 
three individuals draped in fur, a young male, a young female, and an older female. This species 
coexisted with modern humans (Homo sapiens) and lived between 400,000 thousand and 
40,000 years ago.

a.  Describe the scene.

b.  How does the environment differ from that of Homo erectus/ ergaster?

c.   In what ways do the Neanderthals differ physically and behaviorally from Homo erectus/ ergaster and 
Australopithecus afarensis?
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7.     Observe the diorama of the early European Homo sapiens. (Page 10) You should see a male 
in fur clothing carrying a bundle of sticks on his shoulders. Our species has existed from 
approximately 300,000 years ago to the present.

a.  Describe the scene.

b.  How does this scene differ from what you saw with the Neanderthals (Homo neanderthalensis) ?

8.  Based on your observations, what are some ways that the human lineage (hominins) have 
changed over time?
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